Wild Baby Mammals: The First 48 Hours and Beyond

Southern Flying Squirrel
Age Clues: ce And Behaviors

Birth

Their birth weight is approximatety 5 to 6 grams, They are
born with their eyes and ears closed and are mostly furless
with just a few short hairs on the chin and muzzle. They are
barn with a patagium (a skin flap from front to hind legs on both
gides, which will eventually be covered with soft fur and will be
used for gliding). Formula feed every 2 hours with 2 night
feedings.
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The fiyer babies weigh an average of 8 grams at one week.
The fur is now visible on the body. Formula feed every 2
| hours, with 2 night

2 woaoks

| They weigh approximately 10 grams. The fur fs beginning to
grow but they are still thinly furred, Their eyes are still closed.
Their lower incisors begin to emerge. Formula feed every 2 to
2 % hours with one night feeding.

3 weeks

The average weight is 15 grams. Therr leeth may begin to
erupt. Their ears are opened and they now begin to respond o
sound. Formula feed every 3 hours. :

4 weeks

They weigh an average of 25 grams. Their eyes open betweaen
24 1o 30 days and are black and large. They will eventually
have excellent night vision. Formula feed every 3 % hours.
The night feeding can be eliminated.

5 weeks

The average weight is 30 grams. The fur is now present on
their stomachs. Play behavior begins. Formula feed every 4
hours. Offer small pieces of weaning foods in the cage.
Continue to provide heat until they choose 1o move away fram
the heat source.

B weeks

The average weight is 35 grams. In the wild, they begin to
travel with the mother and explore cutside of the nest. In
rehabilitation, they begin to eat solid foods and explora the
cage. Waltch for constipation and make sure thatl water is
always easily available. Formula feed every five hours.

T weeks

Continue weaning, check their hydration and weigh them often
io ensure that they are eating well on their own. Pul toys and
interesting items such as branches and cardboard tubes in tha
cage for stimulation. Formula feed every six hours.

' B-10 weeks

They should be weaned at 8 or 9 weeks of age. Move them to
the pre-release pen. Fumnish the cage with upright wood skabs
for landing practice, cardboard tubes to hide in, branches, leal
litter and soil. Provide a nest box, There should be enough
space in the cage for the squimels to practice gliding. Oiffer
insects along with a selection of their other natural foods.

10-12 weeks

Young begin to molt to their first adult fur when they are about
12 weeks old.

5 months

Arrange your care so that the flying squirrel is on a noctumal

schedule before release. Releass.




Wild Baby Mammals: The First 48 Hours and Beyond

Because they are so small, they should be fed small amounts, with more
frequent feedings than other species. A 1 oo syringe with a nipple fashioned
from a 51/2 or 8 French feeding fube cut to % to % nch long are appropriate
feeding tools. Initially use 4 to 4 %% of the baby's body weight as a guide for the
amount to offer at each feeding and increasa the percentage (as high as 7% in
S0me cases) as the baby grows. Make your decision to increase basad an the
baby's appetite and how well it digests the amounts given. Growth is rapid and
amounts will need to be reevaluated daily,

Weaning Diet:

80% rodent blocks

20% fresh fruits

Berrias

Vegelables

Mealworms

Crckeats

They should have branches, sterilized marrowbones or antlers in the cage o
chew.

Matural Diet:
*  Nuts, primarily acoms and hickory nuts
Buds, twigs and bark
Sap
Grain and seads
Bird eggs and nesilings
Insects
Fruit and berries
Fungus and lichan
Carrion ¥
Shrews and mice
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Release Criteria:
They need twa ar three weeks in an outside cage [0 practice gliding skills. They
should be active and opening nuts. Release them late in the day

Release is best done to the colony they came from but i this isn't safe or
practical. another established colony would work out, If you can't find a colony,
choose an area with a combination of soft and hard woods, mast producing trees
and 8 year around fresh water source. Dead treas with woodpecker holes might
be used as a sheller. If none are seen in an area, provide nest boxes. Release
two or more flyers there and they may start their own cobory.

Special Considerations:
Young fiying squirrels stay with their mother for 4 to 5 months and sometimes
through the winler. Flyers in the rehabilitator's care should be released at 5 or 6§

months of age.



Faai cap

[ B
11
3 i
w,
i ~,
Leh
1
I “,H:* Tl e
R Ol al
5
TiE o (M prevoss veaprisas ST e DR AR AL 1 T

Fred S
{1} e b T g N s sl w1177 wite clobfy auorud-ba. botiom Syt wil lee it b gronds. Tt I b T wilk 550 5.
{01 o I e i 2, a3 galennan DNV soraes J0l it e (i drksd
(] Fumn phaodidn da puind g A sl erior grche et (T oy games e Mood et 105 golon 6 kesaet |
] VTP e e DEpOr) B sl | ik e Lging (006G By W P wesing Doy e 17
N1 R AT S T B EEATEERED b P e
ﬂhm‘hﬂdﬂhn*ﬂ_qm_l'ﬂ_ﬂ
P18 wle vl A afscTesd b ey el sy Poiprarminiale rondig i M sl B aached il g GoTewe
=" i cag by 1% qmm iz Pwrk, Fae it ipg 20
S Caryach chmcy: romm Tk puic, gy s i i = 4=

e P P T —
AT ol ety wead da e Theive et e ey sae baneg ek Ve e denpsd nhae e chak aracnsts, sbead 3 6 o e Deped

hale Fard @ dan v ot thef meisces T iz U0 anmwid
[ o v 5 |




